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PREFACE. 

Seeing the puibltcatioii ^cf'^ ihh £ohitn iQlub jn the Philadelphm 
Press, offering a Gold Medal *'for the best eFpay on the bcfct way ot* 
developing improved political and ccmnjercial relations between Gieat 
Britayi ^jd.Uie lJnitjBd^States.ot*Anie4i;a/.) J jtoojc th^ pmiurtutity of 
eend^jig jbeifqJfW^ioi tteauie,; which cpnt^iin^ :view4 lon^"^ ebtertained 
by me, believing the re-uniting of the two countries under bne^ Govern- 
pient to be perfectly feasible and ultimately sure to take place, if not 
in the da3*s of the presg^t gene^^tipi^^ ^t4 lea^t in that ot succeeding 
ones. I also believe that the union woutQ ultimately bring about the 
union of the world under one form of Government and the abolition of 
war, which — say what you will — is but legalized murder. It will pro- 
^IJibi/bdJ ^ejittinerbBfofe thj acafntti isratriye^ atT--*J^Jt with the ismited 
^ JLoflo SaxdQ j^of ^er^Y^ its great m6|;alr— |nd tfnjc^rtciijD <|n!^^s j;)hy- 
sical— power, it will not be long delayed. I know 7hat before this ob- 
ject is accomplished a great deal of folly and prejudice will have to be 

itelligence 
bood 
iiiug bet- 
ter educated, and more inclined to do right, no reasonable man need 
despair but in the end that folly and prejudice, the only foes to our 
unity, will be egawwer,. , I .. ,r*..^^ - - 
Wilmingtol.-Ter.r November 30, 1868. ' • -^ ^ -^ 
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So moaj ImTe #fitten.io me i&r <x;b{!ilesDf thi^ piEimprbki (t1i9 i. 
^rst edition published io l^&S hsviug been esthaudted,) thkt 'tH> ' 
snp[fly. thera I have had to pablish-lkfiothpr!; :T(/: tloa:tachiitiOn'4[ 
have annexed a series of resolutions offered by me on the 27th 
of November, 1869, at the Anniversary of the Pennsylvania 
Peace Society in Philadelphia, and published in 'their organ the 
Bond of Peace, recommending the same principles advocated ia 
the essay. In the Philadelphia papers, they were spoken of as 
^'resolutions proposing an int<>rnat]onal code of laws for the 
United States and England." It is with gratification that the 
author has learned, both from private letters and from publica- 
tions in the Philadelphia Ledger, that a portion of the people 
of England favor these sentiments, first set forth in this essay 
before tfae Cobden Club This paper, (the Ledger) a month or 
two ago. stated that bills had been posted in London advoca- 
ting the annexation of that country and her colonies to the Uni- 
ted »^tates. And again in an article it (the Ledger) alledges 
that the Hon. W. E. Foster, one of the British Ministers, favors 
it; also Alfred H. Lewis, one of the editors of the Spectator^ 
and also that it is advocated by the Anglo American newspa* 
pers published in London. 

These responses to the sentiments of this essay, prove that 
there are many practical minds that do not consider it Utopian. 
The author has sent a similar essay to the International League 
of Peace at Paris, competing for the prize of 5000 francs, offer- 
^d by them for the best essay on the '' Horrors of War, &c.'* — 
In that essay the views are given more at length than in this ; 
it also will be soon published. 

All publications ot the essays, resolutions, &c., &c., treating 
on this subject have hitherto been made and circulated at ^tlle 
private expense of the author. But as the means of a ^private 
individnal are necessarily limited, and totally inadequate ta 
properly place such a stupendous measure before the people of 
the United States and Great Britain for their consideration, he 




mpCftlUff irrif «s ilie e(M>peratioB of otliervy (eitlier gocieties 
or indiTidvals) to aid bini in tbe cirenlation Qf ttese Tiewsw— 
Tbit panpblet will be vent to »)) who naj desire it bj addiess- 
iikg tbe ftutbor, at Wflmiiigtoir, Del; and aU f re at liberty to 
fnabliab.it. either in part or whole, that maj feel disposed. 

TbaMtbor ak^ inteiids to f!rex>ar& other essays on this liiib- 
jeet He woold br pleased to eomoauiucata with asf ^bo uuqr 
tbftok tbe object eitber desirable or feasible* 

WiLKiKixrOBiy Mat '^ IdTO* 
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Alderman's Office, Wil^wngtok, DEt*j 
United States of America, 
November 30^ 1868, 
To the Cobden CLtm ! 

Gentlemen:— I. see the following notice 
published in the Philadelphia Press, Vix : 

"A Gold Medal will be given by Ihe Crbden Clab for the best essay on 
the folio ^ii)g sulject: On the best way of developinc improved political and 
coniiurrciai relations between Great Britain and tbe United States of Ainer* 
lea. Tbe essays identified by a mctto, with tlie names and addresses of tbe 
wnters, enclosed in a sealed envelope, must be sent to tbe Honorary Secreta* 
ry of tbe Cobden Club on or before the first of January, 1869. The Club 
reseives to itself the liberty of publisbing the successful essay^" 

(Signed,) Thomas Bailey Foxtkb»M. P» 

Honorary Secretary. 

lu obedience to this notice, I send you the followin? esssay.^ The 
motlo: * 'The union of the An^lo Saxon Kace into one Nation.*— 
May their lavrs, institutions and language spread over the fiice of the 
earth, until all mankind form one people and one language.'^ 

The best way of developing improved political and commercial re- 
lations between Great Britain and the United States I consider would 
beasfollows> via: 

The union of Great Britain and her ct)lonies and the United Stated 
into one great Anglo Saxon Confederacy, governed by a Constitution 
similar to that of the present United States, This Constitution to be 
formed at a Convention composed of delegates elected for that pur- 
pose from both Great Britain and her colonies and the United States. 
This Constitution to be submitted to the votes of the people of the 
two countries, and not to be of any force of eflfoct unless 
ratified by a majority of the voting population of each country, and 
also by the Governments of the two countries. The form of Govern* 
ment to be instituted by this Convention sbould be as follows ; 

Great Britain and her colonies and the United States should be di* 
Tided into representative districts of equal population. From each of 



tlieM dialricts m repreBenlatiTB skonld be elected. The wlole iKidy of 
repreeentatiTeB from both countries Bfaoold meet at stated periods at 
a place dioBeB for a Capitol, to take into considaration tne political 
and eoiDinerdal affairs of the two OoTeroments. These representa-i 
tives might be chosen saj one from ererj five hundred thoaund peo- 
ple, ifinaMthcr e&amber, if deairedj to be called a Senate; say to 
eoneiBt of one from erery one million of people; to hold, howeTer, tbeir 
term of office for a longer period than the representatives, (ssf double 
the term) in order to constitnte amore cftOseTTatiTe body. Aceasas 
Bhoold be taken every tea years, and the Representatives and Sena- 
tors re-apportioned, as some portions wonld increase more than 
others, and to be jnst in such a Government, every man in every pai t 
«f it shonld have an equal voice- No more nor no less. This Con- 
gress shotild have the poner of making war and peace; of raising 
armies and navies; appointing Ambassadors; laying; taxes; coioing 
money ; instituting Courts, with powei to try infractions of their laws, 
bnt only having such powers as delegated to them by the Constitution. 
Iiet (ireat Britain, then abandon the government of her colonies, and 
leave them entirely to ihemselves, to rcpilate their own affairs by tbeij 
local Legislatures. Great Sritun could still mainlain her present form 
of government of a Monarchy, Peers and Commons : but her colonies 
should choose any torm of government they may desire. By these 
means we should unite the great Anglo Sason race together, and make 
them one great people — one vast nation — under one ijeneral Govern- 
ment, with perfect freedom of trade between them, without any im- 
posts or duties levied on the trade between the various States compos- 
mgthe Union. 

This wonld make a nation of some eighty millions of people,— as 
slavery is now abolished in the United StateB— having no element of 
discord; the whole Oovernment being founded on the ctysent of the 
people — by mntual agreement— and hence on justice- 

A single or dnal i^ecntive should be elected for a stated term to 
carry out (he decrees of the Congress. If a single Executive, then let 
him be choeen~at least for a time— until the people were fsirly welded 
together, alternately from Great Brkairi and the United States. If a 
dnal Executive, then let one from each portion of the empire or con- 
federacy be obosen. 

By the establishment of snch a Union, sectional wars wonld ccsse. 
Should there be divisions by parties,'they would be bj principles and 
not by seciions. War would no more be thought of between the dif- 
ferent carts of such a Government than between the extinct divisions 
of the heptarchy, or between the kingdoms of England and Scotland 
and the principality of Wales. Ireland might be allowed to secede, 
and have her own local Legislature, without any injuryto England. — 
England would not then, as now, in case of such a division, have an 
enemy upon her border- War Hould of course be prohibited between 
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the clifferent portions of the Confederacy. The General Governmetit 
should alone nave the power of declaring peace and war. Disputes 
between the States, should there be any, should be settled by Courts 
established for that purpose. 

By the establishment of such a Confederacy, the trade of each coun- 
try would not be constantly interrupted and put at hazard and uncer- 
tainty by imposts and wars. Each section would follow the business 
best suited to it, and exchange their surplus productions with the oth- 
er. It would have wars with few ; ibr wnat nation would desire to en- 
ter into strife with so colossal a power as the United Anglo Saxon 
race, having, as they would, almost the sole dominion of the sea? It 
would remove one ^eat danger from Great Britain; Huge military 
I)Ower— semi-despotisras — that can march into the field millions of 
men, are, in this age of steam,^ in point of time, within a short dis- 
tance of her borders. There is danger that at some time a coup d' 
etat may be attempted. Possessing a mangificeut fleet, that should 
have protected her shores, she was one time subjected by one lost bat- 
tle. But who would attempt such an invasion when it was known that 
near fifty millions would at the first note of alarm rush to the asssist- 
ance of the mother country, determined to expel and punit^h the inva- 
der. 

When this form of Government was onoe established, we need not 
confine our Union only to countries of our own race, but might adniit 
every country applying for admittance into our cotnmunity, and give 
them Senators and Representatives according to their numbers ; only 
requiring (as it would be necessary that we should be of one language) 
hat they should institute universal education amongst their citizens, 
and that English should be taught in their schools. Coun,try alter 
country, unable to contend with powerful neighbors, would from time 
to time aui^x themselves to us, and seek protection under the wing of 
our power. For every State that joined us would have an equal 
right with us, having power in exact proportion to the number cf its 
people. It is more than probable in time, as civilization advanced, that 
every nation on the globe would join us. All would ultimately ^ee the 
folly of burthcning themselves with oppressive taxes, for the purpose 
of keeping up immense fleets and armies for protection against foreign 
powers, when by simply joining our great Confederacy, they would, 
without such expense, . be more efficiently shielded by its immense 
phrsical and moral power ; for the army and navy of the Great Uni« 
ted. Nation would protect one as well as all. To sum up the advanta- 
ges: if this plan was carried out, the whole world woula ultimately be 
of one nation and one language, and that language the English. Wars 
would be banished from the earth. The millenium would have 
eonie ; ''swords would be turned into plowshares, and spears into 
pruning hooks." There would be true **giory to God in the highest, 
and peace and good will among men.'' 
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1 uticlerstailcl, from the tenor of the publication of Mr. Thomad 
Bailey Potter, tnat the gold medal is, without any contingency, to be 
given for the **6€s<*' — -the veiy best — *'mode of developing improved 
political and commercial realtions between Great Bj itain and the Uni- 
ted States of America,*' and not for the best that our prejudices, our 
folly or ignorance will lead us to adopt, and have 8o tent, you what 1 
consider the best plan : The union of the whole Anglo Saxon race in- 
to one great nation / founded on the equal rights of all ; fjimed on th« 
true principle that Goverunients are instituted with the con>ent ot the 
ffovcrncd, and if the two nations fail to adopt it, it is their fault and 
folly, and not that of the plan. Such a Goveruujcnt, if to it is added 
the principle of universal and compulsory education; so that no hu- 
man being born within its limits should jeopardize by its ignorance in 
any degree the general welfaie, would endure as long as the Almighty 
power allowed man to dwell upon the face of the earth. 

I believe this plan to be perfectly feasible, and all that is wanted is 
to call attention of both nations to it. Let it pass through the ordeal 
of general difccussion, and in time it will be an accomplished fact; i. e, 
that the Anglo Saxon race, and more than probable the world, will ul» 
timately form one great nation. 

But if we are not prepared to accept the foregoing plan — or any 
thing appertaining to it at this time, then I would recommend the fol- 
lowing : 

Let the two Governments appoint several Commissioners — twenty 
or more each, for manv would be preferable to few. Let them meet at 
stated times— annualfy if you choose — alternately at Washington and 
London, and examine into affairs between the two nations, and devise 
means for their mutual benefit ; to regulate matters of commerce. — 
For instance* should either decide to place any new duty o|^impost on 
the productions of the other, that should not take effect until a cer- 
tain specified time, so that the producers should have time to regulate 
their affairs accordingly. Should war unfortunately occur between the 
two nations, to specify the mode and manner of its declaralion, and 
the time after its declaration that hostilities should commence, post- 
I poning as long as possible such conmiencement : so that no vahh ruler 

should suddenly, in hot blood, by hasty proceedings, force a war be- 
tween the two countries. In no case should war be declared between 
the two nations until after three distinct denjands for redress.— 
Neither should there be any hostile action until one year after war was 
declared,so as to allow vessels of each nation on the ocean time to reach 
home in safety. The same -Commissioners should also regulate the 
manner of conducting war between the two powers, u>ing every means 
to modify its brutality, so that its proceedings should be according to 
the advancing spirit of the age. It should prohibit the building and 
fitting out of armed vessels from the ports of either nation, to be used 
against the commerce oi either when at war with another power.— 
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And^ ithonid sncli vftssel escape, every citizen in any manner conccf- 
ned in it should be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and punished; and 
also be liaMe to an action for damages both from the country and eve- 
ry citizen of either countr;^ who may suffer damage from it. And the 
vessel itself should be seized at any period of time when it entered 
the port of either country, or by the armed vessels of either power 
whenever and wherever met. Invasion of either power by the citizens 
of the other should also be punished, and damages obtained from the 
country by whose neglect they were .allowed. The votes of the com- 
missioners, when assembled, should be by men and not by countries, 
each Commissioner voting his individual sentiments. The proceedings 
of these Commissioners, before having effect, should be ratined by their 
respective Governments. 

We should also use, all means to cheapen, and make pleasant inter- 
course between the two countries* The charge for the conveyance of 
letters and newspapers between them should in no case exceed one 
cent or one half penny. There is no earthly reason why letters and 
newspapers should be charged more than any other kind of freight. 
By these means you would greatly increase (omniunicdtion between the 
two nations, and thus bring about u better understanding. Another 
mode would be the cheapening of passage, and getting up of cheap 
monster excursions, and international meetings, when the people of 
the two countries could mingle together and exchange sentiments. 

But above all there should be in the two countries compulsory edu- 
cation . For there is no greater foe to improved political and commer- 
eial relations between the two countries, than igno >ancb. This 
should be impressed on both Governments and on both peoples. No 
oommnnity has a right to let any one of its members grow up in ignorance 
of what is right and wrong, and thus jeopardize the general welfare. 
The tax paidffor ignorance to support it in its poverty and punish its 
crime, is greater tnan the cost of education, to say nothing or the great 
loss of undeveloped wealth to a nation, by the ignorance of its citizens . 
There is no wealth but what is the result of labor. The costliest loco- 
motive or steam engine — or clock or watch — even the gold and silver 
which the World uses as money, was once only dirt m the ground, 
aad of 00 value but iVom the labor bestowed upon it, by removing ttie 
snperfluous parts^and thus giving it form, shape and (^course, wor h* 
Mind hi^ enabled mas to make the elements suohas water, steam and 
wind do their work for him, and thus enables one man to do the work 
of hundreds without their aid* If Watt, Fitch, Fulton, Arkwright or 
Stevenson could not have read — or had not acquired or received an 
education, the Anglo Saxon Race or the world would nothave a hun- 
dredth part of the wealth it now has. Their inventions, the result of 
edncatkm, have made famine, (once so common) impost;ible to those 
nations who use them- We 4q not know what the world has lost by 
the many mighty minds which in the present and past have been 
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smothered, in the .sloughs of ignorance. The gnjat power oPja State is ' 
in:the Bun<isof its citizens. And those tiiinas, as well as ii;s r^our- 
ces, it i.s the duty of the State to see developed. It is ignonince thut 
causes men to make war, and kill each other — and the natinus of Ku- 
rope to burden themselves with immense taxes, to sfupport immeujtje 
^eets and standing armies, where miilious of men arc taken from use- • 
ful labor, and have to be supported by the remaining portion oJ the com- . 
muiiity. Education amongst the mass, and the knowledge of the evils . 
and wrong of war would bring about universal disarminir, and universwil 

fcace, and the foundation of Government on the principle of jastice, . 
t wa.s ifiDoiancc that caused our great rebellion, the sacrifice oi'neara , 
million of lives, and the loss in expense and the destruction of prober- .. 
ty of about eight thousand millions of dollars. For the war commen- 
<5ed about the ri^ht to carry slaves into territories where slavery coul^ 
not exist, and where the owners would rxotand did not, when, they had 
the right, take them. It would have been proved by figures,thatfree 
labor was cheaper than slave — also by the mere abolition or slavery, . 
that iLe increased value of the land would far more thajn pay the 
monetir. value of the slav«. For as a general rule wherever slavery 
existed the land sold from four hundred to a thousand per cent, 
less than similar land where it did not -exist, and that the country 
wh<3re slavery . existed, in addition funk to decay. It is ignorance 
alone that will prevent the Union ofthe great Anglo-Saxon Race, into 
one nation and thus forever abolish wars between them ; for. to educa- 
ted and just minds, (he meaisure has. only to be examined, when its , 
manifold advantages will be seen. By education, I mean, rtotlong 
y^ars of study to acquire a correct grammatical knowledge of the Ian- 

fuage of dead and effete nations ; but of things that are of use lo n^aii- 
ino; tocnallethem to accomplish the greatest and beVt results with.tl'e 
smallest means — to liehten their labor, increase their wealth — to make 
them more moral ana just—rin fact to learn such things as are of most 
tise to themselves and thejr kind. l|herefbre not only should thechil- . 
dt-en of both nations be taught, but such of its adults that^o desired. . 
Public libraries should also, be established b); law ip convenient 
districts in both countries^ accessible to every one^ ..This fihoiuld / 
be one of the 6i8t measQifes the commissioners whose appoint* 
ment I have reconrt mended) siboald arge'^OQiboth nations. Were ' 
it' not for the exte«^ve system of common gcbools, in the IT (if ted • 
States, from the infimense imratgraf;ion from so manj .different 
comitries speaking so many languages there *wou,ld be a, perfect, 
bable pf tongxies. A^ it is, the children of the emigrant attend? 
the public schools, and learos to speak the FJngHsh Uavnago 
eorrtoilj, and consequently we differ in dialect less from one end 
of oar hage country to the otber than adjolniog counties in Eng* 
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landjOr as Duponceau the Pfench writer says in his work on the 
Constitution of the Uuiled States, less than they do in Kranceby 
the mere cro.ssiiix of a bridg«. To t!iis rnh?, however, there ia 
an exception in one or two sections of Pennsylvania, wher« ihey 
have oppoid the introduction of coiamon schools, where tlicy 
cannot speak Kng]iGh,biit still u^e. the German patois of their an- 
cestors, who canie to this country in the early settlement of.that 
btate. 

If the Commissioners are not appointed or the Governments 
of both, or either country, will not agree to the plan : 

Then I would recommend that a seres of meetings be held in 
each country of tho^e favorable to a Union, or closer and more 
intimate relations. between them, and that associations be form- 
ed, wnere the^e matters shall be discussed, and means be con- 
ceived whereby the predjudicesof each against the other be re- 
moved. Let this be carried on similar to the Cora law agi- 
tation in Enghud ; let societies be formed to correspond with 
each other ; let those in favor of the measure, travel from p ai*o 
to place in both countries, and address audiences showing the 
advantages of a closer and more intimate relationship between 
the cQuntries, and in less time than the English succeeded in re- 
p.ealitig' those unjust impositions on their interests, -I predict that 
we shall see the two countries one united nation. 

Speaking one tongue, having similar institutions, customs and 
laws — with a comhion literature — acknowledging a common an- 
cestryi 1 can only say with oar great eommon poet that •'isuch a 
consdmation'is devontly to be wished,'' and I reiterate agiiin 
that the union of the twa countries, would be the first step tfaeat 
' tvou d ultimately lead to the abolition of war, and the reign *of 
' peate throughoic the world. I Reinain, Ve»y Respectfully, . 

FRAKClS ViNOEiVT. 




[From the Bond of Peace. J 
INTERNATIONAL PEAOR THROUGH INTERNA- 
TIONAL UNITY. 

The following resolutions were offered by Francis Vincent o^ 
Wilmington, Del. 

Resolved, That as a practical mode of finally abolishing wary 
and bringing about universal peace : As a first step : That 
this society recommend the Union of the Anglo-Saxon or Eng- 
lish speaking races into one great Nation : And therefore, for 
this purpose, they further recommend that a Oonyention to be 
composed of Delegates to be selected according to populatioa 
from the various portions of the United States and the British 
Empire, chosen by universal suffrage, and with the consent of the 
Congress of the United States and the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain, be called to form a Constitution to re-unite the two nations 
and their colonies and dependencies under one form of Govern- 
ment. 

Resolved, That they recommend that the form of Gov®'^" 
ment to be established by the said Convention, should consist of 
a Legislature to pass laws, and an executive or executives to en- 
force them, and that the United States and Great Britain saA 
her €k)lonie8 should be divided into equal electoral districts, each. 
of which should send a member to such legislature, such memfa^er 
to be chosepL by universal suffrage: Also that the said Convea* 
tion shauld establish Courts to try the differences that may pc« 
car between the different States, or cltizeas of the different Sitaies 
coioposiDg th^ Great United Nation. 

Resolved, That this Society also recommend that Great Bri- 
tain should abandon the Government of Ireland and her Colo- 
nies, and leave them to manage their local affairs by Conventioiis 
or Legislatures chosen by themselves for that purpose, by aniver* 
sal suffrage, and that the members of all sub-legislatures or Coa- 
ventions in the territories of the United States and Great Brit&iii 
should be selected from dbtricts according to population. 

Resolved, That throughout the whole of the Great Anj^Io- 
Saxon Nation, education shoald be universal and compulsoryy so 
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that no chud shoald grow up without a knowledge of what w«8 
right and wroQg^ and brj its ignorance when arrived it manhood 
jeopardize the geKpral welfare. And that in districts comveni- 
ent to, and open to all, libraries shtnxld be established bj law, 
where the laws of the Great United Nation, and the State in 
which they were situated, should be deposited,together with books, 
coitaining such information as would be likely to add to the wis- 
dom or welfare of mankind. So that information of their rights 
and duties should be within the reach of every one that desired 
to obtain it. 

Kesolvedt That we recommend that when the Great Anglo- 
Saxon Race shall be united under one Government, that all na- 
tions shall be admitted to the membership, and form part and 
parcel of our Great Confederacy that desire it, upon their agree- 
ing to be bound by its constitution and laws : And that an in- 
Titation be extended to the nations of the earth, to join us, giv- 
ing them representation in the great Legislature in proportion to 
the numbers of their people. And also giving them every other 
right enjoyed by the citizens or States of the Great United Na- 
tion, requiring, however, that English should be taught in their 
schools, so that we should have for communication between each 
other a common language. 

Resolved, That it is our desire that ail the nations of the 
earth should join this Confederacy, so that all mankind should 
be of one speech, and under one Government, and that Govern- 
ment being founded on justice, deriving its powers from the con- 
sent of the icoverned, and giving equal rights to all its members : 
And that the nations as well as the citizens of the world should 
be governed by codes of laws, instituted lor that purpose. That 
disputes among them should be settled by Courts legally estab- 
lished according to the right of the matter and the law of the 
land, and not as now by wholesale murder, vulgarly called war. 
That the words of Isaiah should be metaphorically fulfilled 
''That swords should be turned into plows, and spears into prun- 
ing-hooks." That there should be no use for weapons of war, 
but that there should be peace throughout the world. 

The same refolutions were oflfered at the meeting of the Uni- 
versal Peace Uniop at Dedmouth Rail, New Tork, on the 2Tth 
of May lastAjntfi the addition of the following resolution, viz : 

Kesolvedfj^That we are in favor of the^ admiooi e n lof all 
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oonniries that shall apply for admission to vhe XJoited states, 
never mind in what part of the world they are JBitnated, as every 
addition of territory to us, extends the area owo^ernmenty and 
diminishes, in a degree, the chances of war. 
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